Allenda Jenkins:  President

I have 30 years Retail Management experience at Mervyns, Ross, Kmart and Best Buy department stores. Currently, I am the Store Manager of the Navy Exchange at Smokey Point. Yes, I make that two hour commute five days a week. When I lived in Los Angeles, my commute included bumper to bumper traffic and a multitude of cement walled freeways. Now I have a beautiful drive across Deception Pass and through the Skagit Valley. I look at my commute as two hours to think, plan, sing and pray each day.

 

I am theatrically trained. I studied at the University of Washington, Drama major and Dance minor. In Los Angeles, I studied at Stella Adler's Acting school and at The Actor's Circle. I received my Actors Equity card when I worked professionally at the Seattle Repertory Theater acting in Discovering Tutankhamen, an ensemble piece. The community theater role that I am most proud of was playing Amanda in Glass Menagerie at Tacoma Little Theater.

 

My Whidbey Playhouse experience includes directing Footloose and A Chorus Line. I am directing Cinderella next season. I played Agatha, a Mission Doll in Guys and Dolls and am currently playing Sister Hubert in Nunsense. I was on the Play Day committee for two years giving a presentation each year. I was Vice President on the Board of Directors for two years. Currently, I have been the President of the Board of Directors for one year.

 
I bring my management expertise, theatrical training and playhouse experience to help build the future of the Whidbey Playhouse.

  
Rusty Hendrix:   Vice President

I have been interested in theatre for as long as I can remember.  I started acting in Jr. High and stayed with it all through High School.  When Bob and I moved up to Washington, we looked for the community theatre and found our new hobby, (The Whidbey Playhouse).  We have been involved for 18 years.   Three words describing me:  Spunky, Loving, good listener

Editor’s addition:  Rusty has acted in, directed or produced numerous shows on our stage and others, and she is a past president of the Board of Directors.  Rusty knows our theatre inside and out, and is very knowledgeable about what it takes to make a play successful.   

Jack Locke:  Treasurer
Jack Locke has served as Treasurer for the Playhouse for the past two years.  He has thirty years of corporate business experience as a Certified Internal Auditor and Audit Manager, as a financial analyst, and as an IT manager of large corporate data systems.  He has a Masters Degree in International Business Management and served as an Infantry Platoon Leader in Vietnam.   When not working as Treasurer, Jack enjoys building sets, working in his yard, and making bows, arrows, and arrowheads.

Matthew Powell:  Facilities
Matthew has been a part of the Whidbey Playhouse for 11 years.  He acted parts in To Kill a Mockingbird, Arsenic and Old Lace; Catch Me If You Can, and See How They Run and assisted in the Summer Youth Theatre program as an instructor and designer/stage manager.  He spent time working with lighting designs, setting lights, has done set work, building and painting, worked as a stage manager, and has filled in as a volunteer to sell tickets.   He can often be found tinkering with the office network.   He is a strong believer in making the magic of theatre happen.  He is hard working at backstage jobs as well as the occasional on-stage performance.  He currently operates his own business providing telecommunications, satellite, and home theater consultation or installation.  He is a dedicated and knowledgeable Board of Directors member.  

Dona Dausey:  Volunteer/Membership/Social

Dona first came to WPH as an actor in Social Security.  Her gifts were apparent from the beginning.  She was first cast at the young age of 14 as Mary in a Christmas pageant, because she had waist-length dark hair.  Bitten by the “theatre bug,” she spent the next 35 years in community theatre, as an actor, choreographer, stage manager, director, producer, and board member.  

She took off 15 years to join her husband fishing, camping and traveling (finally getting to explore Alaska and Hawaii).  After his death she decided to jump back into her favorite hobby!  

She joined the Board with a resume that included politics, advertising, sales, editor, lobbying, financial management, and coordinating the first East Coast Renaissance Faire about 1971.  With a BA in English/Drama and masters in Public Communication, she retired last year after 18 years as an instructor at Skagit Valley College in the Communications Department.  

In past years, she provided breakable bottles for Guys & Dolls and Auntie Mame, handmade and fired in her own kiln.   For 15 years she and her husband owned Island Ceramics on the side.   

Next, she plans to finish the  “great American novel,” about growing up “beyond the glass ceiling.”

Linda Walbeck:   Marketing

I have been involved with the theater in one capacity or another for over 40 years. Having cut my teeth through an extensive UCLA theater arts/directors mentoring program, I immediately became involved with the local L.A. theater scene.  I started out my "career" in lighting and quickly moved back and forth between acting and crew work.  Over the years, I have also been a member of three CA community theater Board of Directors where I have been in various positions such as Advertising, Production Manager, Secretary, Business Manager, Treasurer, and Vice President.  I have been involved with Whidbey Playhouse since 2006 where I have served as Assistant Director on two shows and as a Director for three productions; I have been on the WP Board of Directors since July 2007.  Three words describing me:   experience, flexibility, tenacity

Julia Locke:  Performance

I have been interested in the Arts my whole life, studied piano, classical ballet, folk and modern dance,  performed in High School plays, enjoyed writing, choral singing, drawing and painting, sewing, designing anything and everything.  In college, I changed my major so often, I never graduated, but I majored in English, Art, Music, and Humanities, studied choral conducting, music composition, creative writing, and calligraphy, among other things.  I was a stay at home mom with three incredible sons.  I conducted church choirs for over fifteen years, wrote and arranged choral music, and later worked in a music store for ten years to help pay college tuition for the boys.  I have written poetry and two unpublished novels and would love to write plays when I grow up.  Since coming on the Board at WPH, I’ve done costuming, musical direction, stage crew, props, choreography, directing, Play Day Committee, sets (design, painting, & dressing), concessions, worked at the annex and helped with gardening.  I’m good for a few more years if my knees hold out...and then I’ll retire to that play writing.  

Grace Ramirez Schiffman:  Fundraising

After having experienced the magic of the theatre through the eyes of my children, I felt the desire to ensure that all youth receive this magical opportunity. I am a dedicated advocate for youth development and growth through theatre. My desire: to empower young people to shine!
 
Why the Fundraising Chair? Unfortunately, ticket sales alone are unable to cover the costs of many theatre education courses, workshops and family-oriented productions. It is only through outside funding efforts that we will be able to grow and nurture the youth of Oak Harbor.

During the course of my involvement at the Whidbey Playhouse, as a parent volunteer, my interest in the Playhouse has grown exponentially. The excitement created by the children’s productions is infectious.

New Board Members

Grace Javier:   Secretary.
My name is Grace Javier. 

I graduated college with a Bachelor's Degree in Business Management.  

I have been working for 16 years at the Navy Exchange.  Currently, I am the Soft Lines Manager in charge of clothing, shoes, linens and luggage, fragrances and cosmetics, Jewelry and watches.  I oversee 13 departments and manage payroll for 25 associates. Some of my main responsibilities include planning, strategizing, and execution of sales events, VIP visits, special projects, and the most important of all is providing outstanding customer service to our Navy Exchange customers.

I love to sing.  I am proud to say that I was invited to sing the National Anthem at a retirement ceremony at NAS Whidbey Island and other functions at the Navy Exchange.

Whidbey Playhouse has given me the opportunity to fulfill my passion, which is acting, and singing in three musical plays namely, Footloose, Chorus Line, and Guys and Dolls.  In addition, I have gained knowledge and experience in stage-managing.  I was recently invited to mentor the stage manager for Night Watch.

With my managerial skills, people skills, and willingness to contribute my time and talent to the Whidbey Playhouse, I believe that I can fulfill my duties as a member of the board, if elected.

Mark Laska:  Education/Fringe 

Mark owns The BBQ Joint in Oak Harbor.  He has a background in theatre, as an entertainment publicist, administrator for several non-profit agencies, and as an author.  As a publicist, he has worked on and overseen a wide array of accounts in film, music, television, new media, Internet, celebrities, and corporate representation.  He has worked with industry leaders such as Paramount Pictures, Capitol, DreamWorks SKG, Mo Town, Universal, NBC, Arista, and Disney.  Laska has created dozens of campaigns ranging from Richard Simmons to EA Sports to The Female Health Company to “The Mighty Morphin Power Rangers” to Gorbachov’s environmental Green Cross to THE PRINCE OF EGYPT.  Disturbed by the message of popular urban music, it became his mission to popularize music with a positive message.  He has been credited with helping popularize the blending of jazz into hip-hop, helping gospel music merge into the mainstream of popular music, and has overseen the careers of the most popular artists on the scene today.  Feeling that he had accomplished his mission, he has set out to positively effect youth in numerous other avenues. He has entered into ventures promoting family-themed entertainment, and is involved with several volunteer organizations that champion children’s causes.  Laska has been involved with the YMCA, St. Jude, and the Circle X Ranch (a camp for inner-city children), and is currently on the board of advisors for the M-Bar-C Ranch in Freeland Washington.  Laska has over ten years of experience as a board member for the highly acclaimed non-profit arts organization About Productions, and was a founding member of The Los Angeles Theatre Company’s (LATC) Classical Theatre Laboratory.  He has studied with The Royal Shakespeare Company in Stratford upon the Avon, received a BFA in Theatre from the California Institute of the Arts.  He has produced, directed, or performed in over 60 productions.  He continues to co-author books on self-improvement, such as Pilates Powerhouse, Pilates Pregnancy, and Body-Fat Breakthrough, Hot Point Fitness, Hollywood Body, and The Equation.

Kent Peckenpaugh:  Technical 

Kent arrived in OH ten years ago with his wife and two kids.  In the last three years, he has appeared in five productions and has worked the sound and light booth on four others.  His two kids, McKenna and Adam have also been onstage in both musicals and plays.  He looks forward to the opportunity of working with the rest of the new board in the role of technical chair.

Mary K. Hallen: Production

My whole association with the Playhouse began about 15 years ago when I auditioned for "Once Upon a Mattress".  And either went uphill or downhill from there depending on who you talk to.  I've been involved in all facets in running the playhouse.
I've done the following jobs:  Front Office; Box Office; Lights; Sounds; Set Building; Stage Managing; Directing; Annex; Cleaning; Concessions;  and Youth Theatre
I've served off and on on the board for almost the entire time.  Taking a year or two between a run of terms.  The first show I directed was "Moon Over Buffalo" and of course I've been in a few.  At one point, the theatre lobby had my picture on each show board.
So, lets see if I can recount all the productions I've been involved with.


Once Upon a Mattress
Anne of Green Gables (Stage Manager)
Into the Woods
Lie Cheat and Genuflect
Johnny Appleseed (Missoula)
A Dickens Christmas Carol
Music Man (Keath and Geoffrey)
Moon over Buffalo (Directed)
Cinderella (Missoula)
Love, Sex and the IRS (Directed)
Quilters
The Pied Piper (Missoula)
Bye Bye Birdie (Directed)
The Wiz of the West (Missoula)
Children of Eden
Nutcracker (Liaison)
Death Trap
I Want my Mummy! (Directed)
See How They Run
Inspecting Carol (Assistant Director)
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum
Blithe Spirit
Little Shop of Horrors (Voice Only)
Aladdin Jr. (Directed)
Exit the Body
Footloose
Over the Tavern
Into the Woods, Jr. (Director)
Honk!
Guys and Dolls
Willy Wonka Jr (Director)
Peter Pan
Glorious
Nunsense
Zombies from the Beyond


Anything I wasn't in or directed, I could usually be found lurking about in the wings, box office, costuming, etc.
I would like to see more growth in the types of plays we present, definitely an improvement to the facilities and a more professional approach, especially in marketing and the presentation out at the annex.
