Whidbey Island Playhouse Announces our Summer Program:

We are trying something new this year to get as many kids as possible involved in playhouse activities!   

This year, in addition to a kid's production, we are offering opportunities for kids to participate in design and backstage work, as well opportunities to attend workshops that will cover varied topics relating to theatre arts. All kids aged 9 and up may participate in some capacity. Multiple sibling discounts and scholarship funding may be available to those who qualify for financial assistance. 

Option 1:

Suessical the Musical! 

We will be casting approximately 30 kids to perform in Seussical the Musical. This is a fun and family oriented show that features some of Dr. Seuss's most beloved characters. The production will rehearse weeknights and occasional weekends starting Wednesday, June 3. Performances will be on July 30, 31 and August 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9.  The show is heavy on song and dance, so kids who are interested in trying out for a role should prepare 16 bars of a song and come dressed to move. You may bring a CD or piano sheet music if you wish to have accompaniment. You may also sing A Capella if you wish. If you feel that it would enhance your audition, you may also prepare a 1-2 minute monologue, but this is not at all necessary as we will be doing cold readings. Please bring a recent photo of yourself to the audition. This need not be a professional headshot, it can be any type/size. More detailed info about each role is available on our website. Audition dates are as follows: Kids aged 14-18 please attend Friday, May 29 from 6 until 9pm, Kids aged 9-13 please attend Saturday, May 30 from 1 until 4 pm. Both days of auditions will be held on the Mainstage of the Playhouse. Callbacks will held on Sunday May 31st from 1 until 4 pm at the Rhythm of the Arts Dance Studio located at 749 SE Fidalgo Ave. Suite 101. A participation fee of $125 will be assessed to the selected cast members, payable at a June 1st mandatory parent meeting. This fee includes attendance for all workshops being offered, a Seussical T-shirt, a Seussical CD and a professional stage makeup kit. 

Option 2:

Backstage Apprenticeships

Not interested in being on stage but still want to be involved in the play? We have important positions to fill in the area of technical theatre. Study under area professionals to learn all about the behind the scenes work that is needed  to make the show happen. Ever notice how stage lights can totally change the feeling of the show? Ever wonder how a tree got on stage? Or how the actors got their amazing costumes? There are many people who work behind the scenes to make sure a show looks fantastic and runs smoothly. This could be you! We will be taking on approximately 10 technical theatre apprentices ages 11 and up to assist in designing, building, sewing, makeup, lighting, directing and stage managing. Some experience in one or more of these areas is preferable, but is not necessary. Please attend either the May 29th or the May 30th audition date to complete a form detailing your interests and experience. More detailed info about the apprenticeships can be found on our website. Kids in the apprenticeship program will be needed for tech week and through the full run of the show, starting July 21st. Additional dates, during the rehearsal phase, will vary depending upon type of apprenticeship. A participation fee of $75 will be assessed to the selected  apprentices, payable at a June 1st mandatory parent meeting. This fee includes a Seussical T-shirt, a Seussical CD and attendance for all workshops being offered. Kids in the apprentice program are not limited to workshops that cover technical theatre subjects. You may attend any workshop that interests you. 

Option 3:

Workshop Package

If you cannot commit to a full run of a show but wish to participate in workshop opportunities, you may do so! This is also an option for students who are not cast in the show or placed into apprenticeships. This is a unique opportunity to explore aspects of theatre that most people do not receive training in until the collegiate level. Workshops are open to all kids aged 9 to 18 regardless of skill level. We are excited to offer classes this summer that cover many areas of theatre arts. Examples of workshops that we plan to offer include: Lighting Design, Costume Design, Stage Makeup, Playwriting, Audition Techniques, Directing, Scene Design and Stagecraft, Voice, Improv, Movement, Play Analysis and Acting. These workshops may change depending upon availability of instructors and interest. You will be able to view a finalized calendar of workshops on our website by May 25th. A participation fee of $50 is due at time of registration which will take place at 6pm on June 1st at the Playhouse Mainstage. The fee includes attendance at any of the workshops that interest you. 

